
June 2018    

Our School Website: http://schools.peelschools.org/1323 

    Follow us on Twitter @homelands323 
June, wow where has the school year gone? I always find it difficult to write this 
newsletter as I am so excited for the next chapter of learning for our grade eights as 
they move to secondary school, but it is hard to say goodbye. As for our students who 
will remain with us I am so thankful for all that they give to our school climate and look 
forward to working with them and their families in the upcoming year. It has been a 
privilege this past year to watch your child grow and learn with us here at Homelands.  

May was busy with athletic events, competitions, clubs meeting and bands filling our corridors with beautiful 
music. We had our 50th Anniversary Celebration on May 17 where we had special guests Director Peter Joshua, 
MP Sven Spengmann, Trustee Brad MacDonald, Superintendent Nina Jaiswal and MPP Charles Sousa. All our 
guests enjoyed a musical presentation of Homelands Forever from our band and choir, written by our very own 
Mr. Allen. There were many sights to tour around the school which displayed the theme “Education Then and 
Now” and a great time to reminisce with old friends.  A huge thanks to the teachers and Ms. Wallace who gave so 
much of their time to make the evening a success.  
June is jammed packed with more exciting learning, slow pitch and soccer tournaments, a track and field 
competition, the grade eight trip to Ottawa, the senior band trip to Wonderland and finally, the grade eight 
graduation at Erindale Secondary School.  
I would like to take this opportunity to thank you all and your wonderful children for all that you do for the spirit and 
culture here at Homelands. It is your dedication and partnership that make all things possible. It has been an 
exciting year and I wish you all the best during your summer and look forward to 2018/19.  
Warmly, 
Ms. Wilson  
 
 
 

                          
                      Congratulations to  Manahil Aftab who won a medal for her anti bullying poster                                                                        
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Sports Corner  

As the school year is winding down our sports teams are winding up! Try outs 
were held this month for Track and Field and Slo Pitch. Our cross country team 
went to Erindale Park and placed several times. Our 7th grade boys and girls 
placed 3rd overall and a huge congratulations to Orly for placing 1st overall! Our 
girls and boys soccer teams have been practicing hard for their upcoming 
tournaments as well as our Co-Ed Slo-Pitch team.  
In intramural action, we will be starting drop in floor hockey intramurals to end 
the year. As always, all information is shared on the Homelands                                                      
announcements page.  

Mississauga Marathon 
 

Physical and Health Education 
Students have participated in some touch rugby games and activities, finished their healthy development health 
unit and are starting their soccer unit. As the weather is warming up outside, students are reminded to bring a re-
fillable water bottle to stay hydrated, appropriate clothing to stay cool outside, sunscreen and a hat.  
There has been a large increase in the number of students who are not changing for gym. Many students are also 
forgetting to bring running shoes, (Sandals and flips flops pose a safety hazard). Please ensure your child is 
coming prepared with a change of clothing and runners. 

 

From the Art Studio by Mr. Johnston 
Several Homelands' students are exhibiting their art work at the annual student art show at the Living Arts Centre- 
Visual Voices: Exploring Identity. Nora, Olivia, Nimra created a 3D tree out of found objects, cut up maps into the 

shapes of leaves and added lights to explore their identity and Sara melted wax crayons and put them below 
dancers to express her identity. The exhibit is up for a month and all are welcome to visit. 

 
Also, student work can be seen at the Sheridan Community Library through the month of June. 

 
Back in the classroom, the 6's finish off the year sketching trees. Not an easy task because they have so many 

branches and leaves. They are learning how to create textures using a variety of techniques such as cross 
hatching and squiggles. 

 
The 7's are carving soapstones while we explore the world of Nunavut. The seal was the source of life for the 

Inuit but surprisingly they also eat  birds eggs and berries. Students are using carpentry files and sandpaper to 
shape and finish the stone. 

 
The 8's are finishing their inquiry project into movement. They have to choose between man made or natural 
movement and look at their topic from different perspectives to come up with their final work. They are also 

creating radial patterns using their names to decorate for the graduation dance. 

 

 
Parent Engagement Survey 

We would like to hear from parents about how we can strengthen connections between school-home and 
encourage more parents to get involved at Homelands!  If you did not already get the opportunity to fill out our 
Parent Engagement Survey, please complete the survey at the following link: 
https://goo.gl/forms/qhX3cEBfrQ7UQzJN2 
Thank you so much for your participation!  Your input will assist us in implementing new initiatives at the school 
aimed at increasing parent engagement and building even stronger links with our parent community!  

 
School Council News 

We have had a very successsful year with the support of a dedicated small group of parents. We appreciate the 
input from family and community members and look forward to the upcoming year with new members. A big 
thanks to B. Knight, C. Kowdrysh, N. Paskaramoorthy, L. Murdoch and the other parents who attended our 
meetings. Nominations will be held in the fall for opportunites to be part of the executive or just come out and join 
our metings. Hope to see you in 2018-19. 

 

https://goo.gl/forms/qhX3cEBfrQ7UQzJN2


Eco Club 
Our Eco club members under the direction of Mrs. Crocker have been participating in a variety of activities. Their 
hard work is recognized and our school will be mentioned in the Ecosource Annual Report published this month. 
The blurb that will be published is as follows: 

The Eco Club did very well this year. My class planted seedlings which are now ready to transplant into the 
garden and we have started, from seeds, two white pines that will eventually be planted on school grounds. 
We hope to be granted Silver as an EcoSchool and there are plans in place to go for Gold next year. I have 
noticed a significant increase in environmental lessons which is a very positive sign. 

 
 
Asian Heritage Month 

Once again, Homelands celebrated Asian Heritage Month in a variety of 
fun and interactive ways. An Asian-inspired Spirit Day and Samosa sale 
kick-started the month.  A group of grade 6 students created Rangoli art in 
the school entrance way. Music and different National anthems energized 
students during morning entry routines. And back by popular request, 
Henna painting and Origami art closed out the month. Thank you to all 
students and staff who participated in these activities and showcased their 
cultural diversity!   

           Asian Spirit Day            

                                                                 
                                                   Asian Literature Display                               Rangoli Art  
    
 

Important Dates:        

Mondays - Thursdays Lunch Lady 
Fridays            Pizza Day (last day June 8)     
June 1   EQAO  ends  
June 4-6  Grade 8s Ottawa Trip  
June 7   Parents Information Night for Feeder Schools 6:30pm 
June 11         PD Day – No School for Students 
June 12         Crossing Guard Appreciation Day 
June 13        Senior Band, Gr. 7-8 AM Announcers, and Office Helpers to Canada’s Wonderland 
June 14            Last day for the Erin Mills Youth Centre After School program 
June 18 – 22     Cricket 
June 21         Track and Field 
June 22         Celebration Assembly and Talent Show 
June 25         Term 2 Report Cards Go Home 
June 26         Awards Assembly 
June 26          Grade 8 Graduation at Erindale SS 6:00pm – 10:00pm  
June 28         Last Day of School for Students 
June 29         Professional Learning Day for Staff      
 

LOOKING FORWARD 
September 5     First Day of School for Students 
September 25   Reorganization Day – No Classes for Students 
September 27  Terry Fox Run/Walk 
 
 
 
 



The Homelands Senior Public School Team 
2018-2019 

        
 

Principal:  Ms. Wilson 
Vice Principal: Ms. Wallace 

   Office Manager:        Ms.  Leonardi 
   Office Assistant:      TBH 

 

The Grade Six Team 
Mrs. van Beek 
Mr. Thompson 

Mr. Doiu 
Mr. Williams 
Mrs. Cooper 

TBH 
 

The Grade Seven Team 
Mrs. Inglis 
Mr. Colella 

Ms. Littlejohn 
Mr. Cobban 
Mrs. Brown 

         Mrs. Doiu 
Ms. Linthwaite 
Ms. Menzies 
Ms. Douglas 

 

The Grade Eight Team 
Mr. Cabot 

Mr. Johnson 
Mr. Mick 

Mrs. Dockeray 
Ms. Calderon 
Ms. Schmidt 
Ms. Haines 

 

Planning Time Team 
Mr. Mark Peron  ISSP/Contact 

                                                       Mrs. Dani Chiodo         ISSP/ESL 
                                                       Mrs. Jennifer Sloan              ISSP 
                                                       Mr. Heath Allen          Music 
                                                       Mr. Tim Johnston         Fine Arts 

           Ms. Andrea Breuer  Physical Education 
                        Mrs. Sophia Siddiqi   Library/Learning Commons 

       Mrs. Brenda D’Orazio          Guidance 
       Ms. Chantal Madray              Planning Time 
       Ms. Patricia  Cassano           Planning Time 

Teaching Assistants 
Mr. Terry Strickland  Ms. Helen Rose 
Ms. Victoria Galati            Ms. Nawal El Ali 

 

 



 
    

Or you can access the calendar at  http://peelschools.org/calendar/schoolyear. 

http://peelschools.org/calendar/schoolyear


Elementary SchoolMessenger SafeArrival Attendance Program  
 
Elementary parents are reminded to sign up for a Safe Arrival account in order to report a child's absence in a quick and 
easy manner. 
 
Set up your account by going to: go.schoolmessenger.ca and use the same email address the school has on file for you. You 
can also download the blue School Messenger App to your smartphone. 
 
If parents prefer not to set up an account, the toll-free number is always available for all families: 1-855-209-6155 
 
A few things to note with our new system: 
 

¶ parents are encouraged to add the 1-855-209-6155 number to 
their Contacts (under PDSB or School Name) so the number can easily be identified when it calls  

¶ this new system will call once per child, therefore if you have 
three children absent at one time, you will receive three different phone calls 

¶ parents who set up an account can choose their preferences as 
to which numbers will be called 

¶ parents can report Late Arrivals by choosing the Report an 
Absence option first, then choosing Late Arrival in the sub-menu 

 
As always, parents are encouraged to report absences in advance to the Safe Arrival system. 

 

40 hours to graduate ς Start this summer  

All students in Ontario secondary schools are required to complete a minimum of 40 hours of community involvement in 
order to obtain their Ontario Secondary School Diploma. Students are encouraged to start accumulating community 
involvement hours in the summer before they enter grade 9. 
 
Research shows that early involvement in community service helps students build a spirit of civic responsibility which can 
be expanded as they move through secondary school.  
 
The community involvement component is an opportunity for students and parents to work together, independent of the 
school. With parent support, your teen is responsible for finding and completing 40 hours of community service.  
 
Parents should provƛŘŜ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǘŜŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎΦ IŜǊŜΩǎ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ 
started: 

¶ Spend some time with your teen going through the list of eligible and ineligible activities by visiting 

www.peelschools.org/students/40hours  

¶ View the volunteer opportunities posted at www.peelschools.org/students/40hours/volunteerjobboard/  

 
 
 

Peel board recognizes Crossing Guard Appreciation Day on June 12                                        
The Peel board will recognize the contribution of school crossing guards on Crossing Guard Appreciation Day, June 12. The 

board encourages students, parents and staff to take a moment to thank the neighbourhood crossing guards who help to 

ensure a safe journey to and from school for thousands of students every day.  

 
 

http://www.peelschools.org/students/40hours
http://www.peelschools.org/students/40hours/volunteerjobboard/


On the road again: How to keep your cyclist safe 

Here are some tips you can review with your child to ensure bike season gets off to a great 
start: 
 

The right fit 
¶ children should be able to straddle the bike with both feet on the ground  
¶ a bike that is too big or too small can be a safety hazard  
¶ the helmet should fit—if it's too loose, it could fall off, if it's too tight, it's 

uncomfortable 
 

Get noticed 
¶ a young child's bike should be equipped with a bell and reflector 
¶ older riders should have a light and/or reflectors 

 

Follow the rules                                                                              
¶ no riding on busy streets 
¶ no riding at night 
¶ stop for all STOP signs 
 

Actions that cause injuries  
¶ driveway ride out—not stopping and looking both ways before entering the street  
¶ running the stop sign 
¶ turning without warning 
¶ cycling in the dark 
¶ following the leader—one child goes through a stop sign or misses a parked car but the second cyclist 

doesn't 
 
 
 
 

Summer activities that boost learning       
 

Grades 5 to 8 
Follow the news ς As a family, choose an important news event to follow for a day or two. Ask each person to find as much 
information on the topic as possible ς read newspapers, look at online news webpages, listen to the radio and watch TV 
news. Then talk about what everyone learned. 
 
Pro and con: what do you think? ς Make a family game of discussing a special issue. For example, "Teenagers should be 
allowed to vote," or "There should never be any homework." Ask your children to think of all the reasons they can to 
support their views. Then ask them to think of reasons opposing their views. Which views are most convincing? For variety, 
assign family members to teams and have them prepare their arguments pro and con. 
 
Stretch, run, walk ς Ask your child to do at least one kind of exercise every day. For example, run or walk briskly for 10 
minutes. Walk, when possible, instead of driving, for any distance less than a mile. Have your child make a week-long 
exercise plan. Try to think of a modest reward for sticking to the plan and exercise with your child.  
 
Let your voice be heard ς Promote good citizenship. Help your child write a letter to the editor of the local newspaper 
about an issue affecting children ς for example, suggest that a bike path be built near the school or that a city event be 
planned for youngsters. Children are citizens, and their ideas are worth hearing. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

       
 
Register today for Adult ESL or LINC classes  

Do you know an adult that is interested in improving their English language skills for work, study or daily life?   
 

Through the Continuing & Adult Education department, the Peel District School Board offers a wide variety of English 
language classes that help parents experience success in Canadian English in both listening/speaking and reading/writing.   
Courses are designed for a range of basic, intermediate and advanced English (Levels 1 to 7) as well as the more 
experienced learner needing to prepare for an IELTS exam.   
 

Classes are ongoing - Register anytime.   
 

All learners that complete a session will earn a certificate of learning from the Peel District School Board.   
 

Classes operate from six locations in Brampton and Mississauga with three specially designed adult centres at:  

Bramalea - Adult Education Centre - 25 Kings Cross Road, Unit 3 

Brampton - Adult Education Centre - #300 - 7700 Hurontario Street  

Mississauga - Adult Education Centre - 100 Elm Drive West, Room 117 
 

 To learn more or to register, call 905-270-6000 
 

Also visit www.peelschools.org/adulteducation or follow us on Twitter: @PDSBLearnESL 
 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                
 

The Peel District School Board’s We Welcome the World Centres located in Brampton, Malton and Mississauga, 
are the first point of contact for all newcomer families to become familiar with the educational system in Peel. The 
centres are open all year—including the summer months. 
 

In addition to providing literacy and numeracy assessments, We Welcome the World Centres provide newcomers 
with a host of services including: reception, orientation, interpretation and referrals.  

At each centre, parents/guardians and students will discover: 

¶ computer portals—guided introduction to the Peel Welcome to School Kits and other Peel resources 

¶ settlement service information 

¶ translation of materials to support the reception and assessment process 

¶ age and grade appropriate educational and related program resources 

¶ audio-visual materials to explain the adult education program 

¶ professionally administered child-care (only available during assessment and orientation process) 

¶ information about various community supports and programming available 
 

For more information about the We Welcome the World Centre and the services they provide, call 905-366-8791. 

 
 
 

http://www.peelschools.org/adulteducation


Summer Well-being  

Summer break is around the corner! The psychological and physiological benefits of summer are hard to beat. However, 

while summer allows for a break from the routine and structure of the school year, for some children and youth, it can 

be stressful to be away from school. So, while the stressors change when the last school bell signals summer, they don't 

disappear.  

Here at a few tips for summer well-being to keep everyone safe and having fun in the sun! 

Get outside. With longer and warmer days, try to spend more time outdoors which increases our vitamin D intake and 

allows us more time to exercise and connect with nature. A minimum of 60 minutes of daily physical activity is 

recommended for all children and youth. Healthy body = healthy mind. 

Always stay hydrated. Replace sugary sports drinks & sodas with water; add slices of fresh fruit like strawberries, lemons, 
limes or watermelons to your water for a delicious flavor. Staying hydrated prevents heat related illness: symptoms are 
headache, cold sweats, exhaustion, nausea and/or vomiting, and diarrhea. 
 
Get plenty of rest.  During the hot summer heat, making sure you get plenty of rest is important to prevent heat 
exhaustion. While playing outside, take frequent shaded breaks and use sunscreen. Getting 8-10 hours of sleep every night 
is important for recuperation and growth. 
 
Wear safety gear. Whether you are riding your bike or swimming in a pool always wear the recommended safety gear. 
Being safe reduces stress for everyone! A good rule is that if you are not doing an activity safely; you will not be allowed to 
do it. 

Be safe on-line.  Some students will stay in-touch over the summer primarily on-line. Remember that some people will use 

electronic media to embarrass, harass, or threaten their peers. When there is cyberbullying occurring remember to save it, 

report it, and block it. If the incident is criminal call Peel Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-TIPS (8477). 

Constant communication for the win! Using open ended questions with children and youth can help identify fears, 

ŀƴȄƛŜǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴǎΦ !ǎƪ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ƭƛƪŜΣ άIƻǿ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ŎŀƳǇΚέ Lƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴΣ 

communicating expectaǘƛƻƴǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƻŎŎǳǊ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŜƭǇ ǘƻ ŜŀǎŜ ǘǊŀƴǎƛǘƛƻƴǎΦ {ŀȅƛƴƎΣ άL ŀƳ 

ƛƴǾƛǘƛƴƎ ǊŜƭŀǘƛǾŜǎ ǘƻ ǎǘŀȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎ ƛƴ Wǳƭȅέ ƻǊ ǎŀȅƛƴƎΣ ά¸ƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƛƴ ōŜŘ ōȅ ф ǇƳ ƻƴ ǿŜŜƪŘŀȅǎ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǳƳƳŜǊέ ŀƭƭƻǿǎ 

children and youth time to adjust to what will occur. 

Over summer break remember that HELP is always available: 

tŜŜƭ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ /ŜƴǘǊŜ maintains a Crisis Response Service (24/7/365) if your child is experiencing a serious mental health 
problem at 416-410-8615 
 
Kids Help Phone is Canada's only national 24-hour, bilingual and anonymous phone counselling, web counselling and 
referral service for children and youth. 1-800-668-6868. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 





Homelands Sr. P.S.  2018-2019 CALENDAR
Peel District School Board

5 Day Cycle (PA Day = Professional Activity Day -no school for students)

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri

SEP 3 4 5 6 7 10 11 12 13 14 17 18 19 20 21 24 25 26 27 28

Labour Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 Day 5 Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 Day 5 Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 Day 5 PA Day Day 1 Day 2 Day 3

Day

OCT 1 2 3 4 5 8 9 10 11 12 15 16 17 18 19 22 23 24 25 26 29 30 31

Day 4 Day 5 Day 1 Day 2 PA Day Thanks Day 3 Day 4 Day 5 Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 Day 5 Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 Day 5 Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4

-giving

NOV 1 2 5 6 7 8 9 12 13 14 15 16 19 20 21 22 23 26 27 28 29 30

Day 5 Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 Day 5 Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 Day 5 PA Day Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 Day 5 Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 Day 5

DEC 3 4 5 6 7 10 11 12 13 14 17 18 19 20 21 24 25 26 27 28 31

Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 Day 5 Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 Day 5 Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 Day 5               W   I  N  T    E R                  B  R  E  A   K 

JAN 1 2 3 4 7 8 9 10 11 14 15 16 17 18 21 22 23 24 25 28 29 30 31

           W I  N   T E R           B R E  A K Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 Day 5 Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 Day 5 PA Day Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 Day 5 Day 1 Day 2 Day 3

FEB 1 4 5 6 7 8 11 12 13 14 15 18 19 20 21 22 25 26 27 28

Day 4 Day 5 Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 PA Day Day 4 Day 5 Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Family Day 4 Day 5 Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 Day 5 Day 1

Day

MAR 1 4 5 6 7 8 11 12 13 14 15 18 19 20 21 22 25 26 27 28 29

Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 Day 5 Day 1 Day 2 S P  R I  N  G B R E A K Day 3 Day 4 Day 5 Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 Day 5 Day 1 Day 2

APR 1 2 3 4 5 8 9 10 11 12 15 16 17 18 19 22 23 24 25 26 29 30

Day 3 Day 4 Day 5 Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 Day 5 Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 Day 5 Day 1 Good Easter Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 Day 5 Day 1 Day 2

Friday Monday

MAY 1 2 3 6 7 8 9 10 13 14 15 16 17 20 21 22 23 24 27 28 29 30 31

Day 3 Day 4 Day 5 Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 Day 5 Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 Day 5 Victoria Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 Day 5 Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4

Day

JUN 3 4 5 6 7 10 11 12 13 14 17 18 19 20 21 24 25 26 27 28

Day 5 Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 PA Day Day 5 Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 Day 5 Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 Day 5 Day 1 Day 2 PA Day

 


